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PLAQUEMINE
MARDI GRAS PARADE
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2013
2:00 p.m.

PARADE ROUTE:
WW Harleaux to Meriam St., turns onto Railroad Avenue
ad proceeds to Belleview Road

Utility contract to assure lower
rates for years to come

facebook.com/the City of Plaquemine
Get info about City events and projects.
City of Plaquemine

Mardi Gras Night Parade
to roll in Plaquemine
THE KREME OF COMOGO NIGHT PARADE
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2013
TIME: Rolls at 6:30 p.m.

PARADE ROUTE: Starts at Main Street and La. Hwy. 1, proceeds
south to Belleview Drive, then west on Belleview to the Carl F.
Grant Civic Center, where the Krewe of Comogo Gala will be held.

Plaquemine City Hall • 23640 Railroad Ave.
Plaquemine, Louisiana • 225-687-3116
HOURS: 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday - Friday
Emergency After-Hours Phone 225-687-4796
www.plaquemine.org

Mark A. “Tony” Gulotta, Mayor
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Lindon A. “Lin” Rivet, Jr. - Selectman, District 1
Oscar Mellion - Mayor Pro Temp, Selectman, District 2
Ralph J. Stassi, Jr. - Selectman, District 3
Michael W. “Mickey” Rivet - Selectman, District 4
Timothy L. “Timmy” Martinez - Selectman, District 5
Jimmie Randle, Jr. - Selectman, District 6

Like us! on facebook

Plaquemine Light and Water has
agreed to purchase a portion of its
electrical supply from a new plant,
which will keep electric rates low for
city electrical customers for years
to come, said Mayor Mark “Tony”
Gulotta.

The 70 megawatt plant is being
built by the Louisiana Energy and
Power Authority (LEPA) in Morgan
City. “The city will be purchasing 8 to
9 mega watts from this plant,” said
Mayor Gulotta. “This will be a high
efficiency natural gas plant that has
(Continued inside)
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Shown after the ceremony are, seated: Mayor Gulotta; and standing from left:
Selectmen Mickey Rivet, Ralph Stassi, Jr., Timmy Martinez, Lin Rivet, Oscar Mellion
and Jimmie Randle, Jr., and Police Chief Gulotta.
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Mayor Mark "Tony" Gulotta, the Plaquemine Board of Selectmen,
City Clerk Sheila Migliacio, City Attorney Phil Canova, Police Chief Orian
Gulotta and his staff, and Fire Chief Mackie Guillot were officially sworn
in for another 4-year term during ceremonies at Plaquemine City Hall on
(Continued inside)

New transformer arrives here
The new transformer that will provide higher
voltage coming into the city and also provide
more reliability for the electric system has arrived
in Plaquemine.
The $900,000 unit arrived on December 30.
The city ordered it in the summer of 2012 and it
took six months to build.
Site work for the transformer, which will be
located next to the city’s power plant, began
the second week of January. Mayor Mark
“Tony” Gulotta said he hopes to have the new
transformer installed before the summer, but
it may not be possible because of bid law
requirements and the amount of time needed for
the fabrication of custom equipment required for
iinstallation of the new transformer.
The city authorized the purchase of the new
transformer after Morgan City experienced a
fire of its transformer and it resulted in a 48hour electrical outage. Plaquemine officials
recognized that the city was also vulnerable
because it would take 6-8 hours to get its power

plant running and the plant could not handle the
city’s entire load.
The maximum capacity for the city’s steam
plant is 21 megawatts, and the city’s electrical
load peaks at 27 megawatts in the summer.
Relying on the steam plant would mean rolling
blackouts until the transformer could be repaired,
which could take time because of its age and the
nature of the repairs required. The city’s existing
transformer was built in 1958, so it is 55 years
old.
“Realizing that the city was vulnerable,
we acted quickly, and the project is moving
quickly,” noted Gulotta. The new transformer
will be the city’s primary transformer and the
existing transformer will become the back-up
transformer.
The new transformer will increase the
city’s voltage from 69,000 volts to 115,000
volts coming in to the city. In addition, the new
transformer will be state of the art and will
provide more stability with power coming from
the electrical grid.
The complicated process of
installing the new transformer
will require running new
underground feeder lines to the
existing transformer because
they are located where the new
transformer will be installed;
along with setting piles for the
new transformer pad, laying
a ground grid, installing a
new control building and then
the installing all of the wiring
necessary to connect and
operate the new transformer.

Sewer plant project going out for bid

Gulotta said the total cost for the project is
about $4 million with electrical wiring and custom
equipment that is necessary to make it the new
primary substation for the city and to connect it to

the electrical grid. The city received $2 million in
low interest (.09%) loan funds, and will fund the
remainder with a 3 percent interest loan.

The city will advertise for bids on its new $15
million sewer plant at the end of January, and
work is expected to begin in the Spring, said
Mayor Mark “Tony” Gulotta.
The new facility will replace the existing plant
located off Bayou Road, which was built in the
1950s, is operating at capacity and cannot be
expanded. “The existing plant can process 1
million gallons of water a day on a dry day, but if
we have a hard rain we may get 8 million gallons
of water,” said Gulotta.
The new facility will process 2 million gallons
a day, and will have the capability to process up
to 8 million gallons. In addition it will be more
energy efficient, is located far from residential

areas in a cane field in south Plaquemine, and
the city has the property available for expansion
there should it become necessary in the future.
The city has already spent $2 million running
a pipeline from the existing plant to the site of
the new facility, then out to the Mississippi River
in order to discharge to the river rather than to
Bayou Plaquemine. This was done to meet more
stringent environmental regulations.
The project will be funded with $7 million
provided to the city by in Hurricane Gustav
recovery funds, and $8 million in low interest (.09
percent) loan funds provided by the Louisiana
Department of Environmental Quality.

Utility contract

Mayor, Chief of Police, selectmen sworn in
(Continued from front)

(Continued from front)

January 8. Gulotta is beginning his sixth term as mayor of Plaquemine.Addressing the crowd at the
event, Gulotta noted that serving in public office is a very difficult job, especially in a small community.
He praised the Board of Selectmen for their hard work, dedication, advice and desire to help people.
Every member of the board was unopposed or re-elected last year. Gulotta said the $15 million
road improvement program completed in early 2012 was a huge project for the city, but it has bigger
projects this year – a $4 million new transformer being installed for the electrical system and a $12
million sewer plant, which will be a great economic development tool for the city and parish.

a heat rate of 7 percent, while
the old plant has a heat rate
of 12-13 percent. What this
means is that the new plant will
make electric power a lot more
efficiently and will be more
environmentally friendly than
the old plant.”
This is a great benefit to
customers because the city will
be able to buy power cheaper
with the new plant, so local
customers will be assured of
lower rates for years to come. “This gives us a
lot of stability in prices. This will be one of the
most efficient plants in the area to handle our
base electrical load,” Gulotta noted.
The city contract for the new plant will not

Plaquemine
Police Chief
Orian Gulotta
and the Police
Department
staff are shown
at the swearing
in ceremony on
January 8.

supply all of the city’s electrical
needs, but it will blend with the
city’s other electrical supply
contracts to keep electrical rates
low for residents.
“This is another benefit of the
city owning its utility system,”
Gulotta said. “The city has made
tremendous strides with the utility
system in recent years. Electric
rates are down because natural
gas rates are down, we have
increased the reliability of the
system and decreased outage down time. This
is another step in assuring that the electrical
system remains an asset to our residents in the
future.”

