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New transformer
coming to provide
more reliability for
city electric system

Nov. 11 – Salute to Veterans event, 3 p.m. at
Iberville Veterans Memorial

December 22
– Holly Jolly
Christmas Festival
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. at
COPAC gym

COMING IN 2013:

April 6, 7 – Plaquemine Pow Wow
April 13 – St. Jude Antique Car, Truck & Motorcycle
Show
April 19, 20 – Civil War reenactment
April 20 – Relay for Life

The 3rd Annual Fiber Art Festival
features educational sessions on making
hand-crafted items from a variety of fiber
items, and also exhibits of fiber arts. The
educational sessions are set for Friday,
November 9, at First United Methodist
Church on Church Street, and include
cross-stitch, jewelry, quilting, embroidery,
rug hooking, spinning, weaving, knitting,
crochet, basket-making, etc…
Hand-crafted art items made from yarns,

cotton, paper, threads, wood, jewelry
and more will be available on Saturday,
Nov. 10, from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. at the
Bayou Plaquemine Waterfront Park Main
Pavilion. Music and food will also be part of
Saturday’s festivities.
For more information, call Dr. Charlene
Bishop at 225-687-8392, or 225-776-4119, or
Main Street Manager Kristine Hebert at 225687-3116. This event is part of the Louisiana
Main Street Main to Main Program.

City of
City of Hospitality

November 9, 10 – 3rd Annual Fiber Art Fest,
a Main to Main event

December 9 – Children’s Christmas Parade & Festival, 2-6
p.m. at Bayou Plaquemine Waterfront Park, co-sponsored by
Plaquemine Main Street Program, We Are The Difference and
Relay for Life
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facebook.com/the City of Plaquemine
Get info about City events and projects.
City of Plaquemine
Plaquemine City Hall • 23640 Railroad Ave.
Plaquemine, Louisiana • 225-687-3116
HOURS: 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday - Friday
Emergency After-Hours Phone 225-687-4796
www.plaquemine.org
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Plaquemine City Light & Water will have
a new transformer installed by the end of
December that will provide more reliability
for the electrical system and will also
provide higher voltage coming into the city,
said Mayor Mark “Tony” Gulotta.
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“The transformer for Morgan City caught
fire in June, and resulted in a 48-hour
electrical outage,” the mayor explained.
“We always have had our electrical plant as
a back-up to our transformer, but it would
take us 6 to 8 hours to get the plant running
(Continued inside)

City gets electrical
power restored quickly
after hurricane
Plaquemine City Light
and Water was the first of all
electrical companies in this
region to get power restored to
all customers, and did so within
24 hours after Hurricane Isaac.
“This storm showed one of
the many advantages of the city
owning its electrical system,”
said Mayor Mark “Tony” Gulotta.
“Had we been relying on an
outside company to restore
power, it is very unlikely that it
would have been restored so
quickly.”
The city had replaced many
power poles and increased
the size of electrical lines in
numerous areas after Hurricane
Gustav. This increased the
reliability of the system. The
city also pro-actively contracted
with an outside electrical crew
prior to the storm to assist with
repairs, and had that crew here
when the storm passed this
region.
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Photos sought
for Plaquemine
2013 calendar
Do you have a great photo from a city event or past
history that residents would enjoy seeing? The City is
looking for photos from community events and/or old
photos that could be included in the 2013 Plaquemine
calendar.
Photographers will be given credit in the calendar. If
you have a photo from the July 4 celebration, Children’s
Christmas Festival or other local community event, or
a great old photo that residents would find interesting,
please drop it off at the Mayor’s Office in Plaquemine
City Hall or e-mail it to ciofplaq@plaquemine.org.
We will pick from the photos received, and return
the photos to the owners. Join the fun and send in your
photo! Deadline is October 19.

Electric rates
remain down,
conserve
anyway
Electric rates continue to
be low because natural gas
rates are low and stable.
In addition, electric usage
was down significantly this
summer because we had a
relatively mild summer.
However, residents are
reminded to conserve energy,
which reduces electric usage.
A few energy saving tips
when washing and drying
laundry:
• Adjust the water level in
accordance with the laundry
load size, thereby using
less hot water for small
loads
• Run full loads in the washer
and dryer.
• Wash laundry in warm or
cold water, using hot water
only when the greatest
cleaning is needed.
• Don’t dry cloths excessively.
• Clean the dryer lint filter
after each load is dried.

Litter Commercial Challenge
aimed at local students
Research shows that the biggest group of litterers are
teenagers and young people – especially young men. The
city is taking its litter campaign directly to them by holding
the Litter Commercial Challenge to local students with a
$500 prize for the winners.
Their challenge is to write, tape, edit and produce a
30-second commercial that deters teenagers and young
adults from littering in Plaquemine. The commercial
cannot include any obscenity or foul language, and
cannot defame any company. The winning entry of the Litter Commercial Challenge will
win a $500 Apple gift card, and the commercial will air on local cable TV.
Entries must be submitted by January 25, 2013 to the office of Mayor Mark “Tony” Gulotta, 3rd
floor, Plaquemine City Hall, Railroad Avenue. The winner will be announced in February. For more
information, go to the city website: www:plaquemine.org.

New transformer coming
and it can no longer generate enough power
to handle the city load during the hot summer
months, so we realized that Plaquemine was
vulnerable, just like Morgan City.”
The maximum capacity of the city’s steam
plant is 21 megawatts, and in the summer the
city peaks at 27 megawatts of electricity used.
“If we relied on the steam plant, rolling blackouts
would be required until the transformer could be
repaired. Extensive damage to the transformer
could result in lengthy use of rolling black-outs,”
Gulotta said.
The new transformer will be the primary
transformer and the existing transformer will
become the back-up transformer. “We will go from
69 volts coming into the city to 115 volts coming
into the city,” he noted. The existing transformer
was built in 1958, and the city purchased it used

(Continued from front)

in 1973. While it is still in good condition, the age
of the unit also put the city at risk.
“The new transformer will be built and
delivered by the end of December, and should
be operational by next summer,” the mayor said.
The transformer will cost $900,000, and the total
cost for the project is about $3.5 million, including
the electrical wiring and equipment to make it
the new primary sub-station for the city and to
connect it to the electrical grid.
“The city was very fortunate to have an
opportunity to get in a transformer construction
slot that was scheduled for another project that
fell through,” the mayor said. “We had to act
quickly to get the project going or we would
have had to wait about 10 months to get the
transformer. This assures us to have power next
summer even if the other transformer goes out.”

Waterfront Park getting extensive use
Since the Main Pavilion was completed, the Bayou Plaquemine Waterfront Park has been
getting extensive use and events are being booked well into 2013! “The pavilion added a new
dimension and functionality to the park, and bookings have really boomed since it opened,” said
Mayor Gulotta.
From March of 2012 until December 2013,
nearly 90 events have been scheduled at the
park site, with most using the Main Pavilion. The
events have included school class reunions,
weddings, business/organization meetings,
agency appreciation gathering such as the
Council on Aging and the Tri-Parish drug force,
community events such as Relay for Life,
the St Jude Car Show, July 4th Celebration,
Main Street events, and the Elks Crawfish
ShootOut. In addition, the park has received
rave reviews from visitors to the area, and is
used daily by local residents.

