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MESSAGE FROM MAYOR REEVES

Concrete laid for the trailhead.

First phases of levee-top recreational
trail to be completed in November
Join AMP - even out your monthly electric bills with
this averaging plan that eliminates spikes during
certain months of the year!

Jimmie Randle, Jr. - Selectman, District 6

Tommy LeBlanc - Selectman, District 4

Construction of Phases 1 and 2 of the Plaquemine Riverfront Recreational Trail
will be complete in November. The recent COVID surge and heavy rains slowed
progress, but the project is moving more quickly now.

Shannon Courtade - Selectman, District 5

Wanda B. Jones- Selectman, District 3

Mayor Pro Tem

Lindon A. “Lin” Rivet, Jr. - Selectman, District 1

Oscar Mellion - Selectman, District 2,

Electric • Water • Sewer • Gas

Call for any Plaquemine utility:

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Edwin M.”Ed” Reeves, Jr., Mayor

Answered 24/7, including week
days, weekends, holidays, and
after hours

CALL
687-4796
www.plaquemine.org

facebook.com/the City of Plaquemine

So how can you save money on your energy bill over these next couple of months? Experts recommend getting your heating system checked, sealing any cracks around the
house, and keeping your thermostat between 68 and 70 degrees during cold weather.

Emergency After-Hours Phone 225-687-4796

The cost of natural gas was as low as $2 MMBtu in 2020, but has reached over $5 per
MMBtu. LEPA, the City’s electricity provider, expects prices to remain high through March
of 2022. LEPA utilizes other fuel sources to produce electricity, which will help lessen
the impact of high natural gas prices, but customers should be pro-active in trying to
reduce their electrical consumption this winter.

7:30 am - 11:30 am Friday

Natural gas is an important feedstock in the production of electricity, and the price of
natural gas has more than doubled over the last year. That is mostly attributed to the
increase in demand, combined with a lagging supply nationwide now that the U.S.
economy is rebounding from the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.

City of Plaquemine

Natural gas prices are now higher than they have been in seven years. This increase will be felt by electrical customers across the south, including
Plaquemine electrical customers, in the coming months.

HOURS: 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday - Thursday,

Natural gas spike to bring higher
electric bills in coming months

Plaquemine, Louisiana • 225-687-3116

If you have a utility outage
or emergency at any time

Some people have asked why we are spending on capital projects with a budget
shortfall. In the case of the levee trail, it is a one time cost and grants will pay
approximately $1.1 million of the $1.3 million project. The Depot Square is another one
time expense capital project, and the City has allocated funds for it over the past 2
years. These projects are one time expenses - not annual recurring expenses. We
hope things will look better in the Spring and we can bring some events back in 2022.
This has been the most difficult budget year for me since taking office, and I have
agonized over some cuts we had to make. I hope we can announce good news with
the renewal of some events in the Spring.
					Ed
				
Mayor Edwin “Ed” Reeves, Jr.
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687-3725
687-3661
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687-2036
687-3725
687-3725
687-2461
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For city department info go to
www.plaquemine.org

City of Plaquemine
23640 Railroad Ave.
Plaquemine, LA 70764

We felt a 2 percent raise for employees was necessary to help offset the significant
increase in basic costs of living, and to keep City pay competitive. All of these costs
have forced us to make numerous cuts this year. We eliminated many requests
by every City department in the 2021-22 budget, along with eliminating events the
City sponsors, except the July 4th Celebration and two Boggie events because we
have sponsors to pay good portions of the cost of those events and we already had
contracts with bands.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Mayor’s Office 		
City Light & Water
City Clerk		
City Inspector		
Warehouse		
City Finance		
Human Resources
Utilites 		
Fire Department
Police Department

The City has been faced with significant challenges in its 20212022 budget, with a huge hike in its health insurance cost of 18 to
25 percent (proposals are still being sought). In addition, almost all
equipment and supplies needed to keep our city operational have
doubled or tripled in cost in 2021, further straining our budget.

Plaquemine City Hall • 23640 Railroad Ave.

o

Phase 1 includes a stamped concrete trail head and access from the parking lot at the
Plaquemine Lock Historic Site up to the Mississippi River levee top. Phase 2 includes
an asphalt trail on the levee to the North Plaquemine Park. Comeaux Brothers is the
contractor on the $545,000 project. The City has obtained $274,876 in grants - $100,000
from Dow Chemical Co. and $174,876 from the La. Office of State Parks - for these
phases.
Phase 3 is now expected to bid out in February or March, with construction beginning
around April of 2022. The La. Dept. of Transportation & Development (LDOTD) is providing
up to $1 million in grant funding for Phase 3, with a 20% match by the City. Phase 3 includes the extension of the trail from the trail head south to near the ferry landing with
a walkway to the Fort Area Park, solar lighting for the entire trail and other amenities.
The trail will be approximately 1.3 miles long and 10 feet wide to accommodate walkers, runners and bicyclists. Four-wheelers and off road vehicles will NOT be allowed on
the trail!

Loading area and space
for food trucks

Covered pavilion
for markets, events
Greenspace for children to
play and people to relax
New 8 ft. fence will be planted
with vines for greenery.

3 feet concrete and brick
wall for safety

Gate to close off the Depot
Square area for safety

Rendering of
Plaquemine Depot
Square.

PUBLIC NOTICE

CITY OF PLAQUEMINE
High Voltage Overhead Power Line Safety Act
Louisiana law (LRS 45:141-l 46) prohibits
unauthorized persons from working, including
moving equipment, within ten (10) feet of any
high voltage overhead electric utility line.
If any unauthorized person intends to
work within ten (10) feet of any high voltage
overhead electric utility line, the person
responsible for the work to be done must notify
the CITY OF PLAQUEMINE of the high voltage
overhead electric utility line not less than fortyeight (48) hours prior to commencing work.
Work shall be performed only after
satisfactory mutual arrangements have been
completed between the owner or operator of the
high voltage overhead electric utility line and the
person responsible for the work to be done.
To notify the City of Plaquemine that
you intend to work within ten (10) feet of
a high voltage overhead electric utility
line owned or operated by it, please call
225-687-2461(between 6:00 a.m. – 3:30 pm
Monday through Thursday, and 6:00 a.m.
- 10:00 a.m. on Friday). In the event of an
emergency after business hours, please call
225-687-4796 or 911.
Published pursuant to Act 176 of the
Louisiana Legislature (2001 Regular Session).
For further information, contact:
City of Plaquemine
City Light and Water Utilities Director’s Office
Physical:
58190 W.W. Harleaux St
Plaquemine, LA 70764-3232
Mailing :
P.O. Box 777, Plaquemine, LA 70765-0777
Phone: 225-687-2461
City website: www.plaquemine.org

PUBLIC NOTICE
Natural Gas System
The U.S. Department of Transportation
Regulation 192.16 requires the City of
Plaquemine to advise our new and existing
customers of certain safety recommendations
regarding your underground natural gas piping.
The City of Plaquemine Gas Department does
not maintain the natural gas piping beyond
the meter. Gas piping beyond the meter is the
property of the customer and/or property owner. If
underground (metallic) gas piping is not properly
maintained, it may be subject to corrosion and/
or leakage. These buried natural gas lines should
be checked periodically for leakage by a qualified
technician.
HELP US KEEP YOU SAFE - How to Recognize
a Natural Gas Leak
Natural gas leaks may be detected by one of
the following indications on or near our pipelines
right-of-way:
1. A gaseous or hydrocarbon odor.
2. A blowing or hissing sound.
3. Dust blowing from a hole in the ground.
4. Continuous bubbling in one spot in wet or
flooded area.
5. Dead vegetation (grass, shrubs or trees.)
6. Abnormally dry or hardened soil.
7. Fire apparently coming from the ground or
burning above the ground.
CAUTION: Natural gas that has accumulated in
a confined space is subject to explosion. Please
stay away from immediate area of any suspected
gas leak and contact the City of Plaquemine Gas
Department at 225-687-2461 or 225-687-2036 or
After Hours: 225-687-4796 or 911.
Prior to any excavation in and around any gas
facilities, please contact the One-Call System at
1 (800) 272-3020 or 811.

Lighted sign - landscaping to
be added in front of sign

Final plans for Depot Square
released, project to begin in
Spring of 2022
The City will go out for bids on the Plaquemine Depot Square in
November. The Square includes the Plaquemine Depot Market and
the property off La. Hwy. 1 next to it.
The square will provide space for farmers markets, arts and crafts
markets, Christmas markets and other events. It includes an area for
food trucks, restrooms, benches, landscaping and lighting, along with
enclosed greenspace for children to play safely. It will feature stunning
night lighting to show off Plaquemine’s beautiful downtown area. While
this project is underway, some improvements are also planned for the
Depot building itself, including resealing and painting the windows.
The Depot building is now full with tenants. The largest space was taken
by Louisiana Keepsake Roses, which will include a florist, along with
art, gift and Louisiana items. The other space is occupied by Bugs - nButterflies children’s clothing and gifts, Mimi’s Gifts of Gab and Redbirds
Among Us, both gift stores.
“We envision this beautiful space to serve as the hub to transform the
downtown area of Main St. and Railroad Avenue,” said Mayor Edwin “Ed”
Reeves, Jr.

Rendering of pavilion at night.

State project to help drainage in heavy rains
A project that will help with the drainage issues in Plaquemine is almost complete. Thanks to the efforts
of State Rep. Chad Brown, the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development is changing out a
7 feet wide “cross drain” that provides drainage for a portion of Plaquemine into Bayou Plaquemine.
The drainage culvert under La. 3066 (Bayou Road) near Enterprise Blvd. is being increased from a 7 ft. drain to
a 9 ft. drain, with completion scheduled by early November. Two other projects are presently being reviewed
to determine how much they would alleviate the water backups during extensive downpours of rain. Mayor Ed
Reeves, Jr. thanked Rep. Brown for getting LDOTD to act quickly on the Bayou Road project. Meanwhile, the City
continues to work with the Parish on other projects that will improve drainage.

