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MESSAGE FROM MAYOR REEVES:

Phases 1 and 2 of the Plaquemine Riverfront Recreational Trail are
now under construction and we expect to have these phases completed by some
time in October. The final phase will be completed in 2022.

City wins top state LMA honor for
Plaquemine Community Center
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City wins top state LMA honor for
Plaquemine Community Center
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or emergency at any time

Regarding the drainage problems the City has experienced, I have met with our
engineers and we are working with parish engineers to come up with solutions to
re-route rain water from the problem areas to Bayou Plaquemine. We need the help
of the parish in addressing this because the city’s major drainage canals flow through
the parish. We hope to have some plans in place within a month. The City has already
spent well over $500,000 in the last 3 years cleaning out and repairing culverts for
drainage. I recognize this is a concern and we are working to remedy these problems.

The City of Plaquemine won the highest state award given by the Louisiana Municipal
Association (LMA) in community achievement at the LMA awards banquet on August 1
for the construction of the Plaquemine Community Center.
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The facility includes an 11,000 square feet covered, open air pavilion; 15,000 square feet
Community Center that accommodates up to 641 people; state-of-the-art commercial
kitchen, ample restrooms, storage space, and even a covered outdoor cooking area
adjacent to the kitchen.

Plaquemine, Louisiana • 225-687-3116

The Community Center was completed in the fall of 2020, after a three-year phased construction. The old Nadler Foundry property was purchased by the late Mayor Mark A. “Tony”
Gulotta in 2013. Gulotta and the Board had the parking lot constructed, but the rusted
metal building remained until 2017, when Reeves had the plans for the facility drawn,
phased development of the project was approved by the Board, and construction began.

City of Plaquemine

(continued from front)
“We are very proud that residents have embraced this new facility and it is being used
weekly,” said Mayor Edwin “Ed” Reeves, Jr., who made construction of the facility his top
priority when he became mayor in 2017. “The Community Center has already proved beneficial for community events, and we envision great things in the future with it. I thank the
late Mayor Gulotta and the Board of Selectmen for the foresight to purchase the property.“
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Preliminary plans for the Plaquemine Depot Square are included in this issue of the
newsletter. We envision making this a fantastic addition to the downtown area, and
also being a part of the revival of the downtown historic district that is taking shape.
We hope to put the Depot Square project out for bid this fall.
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I am happy to report that our city is progressing on several projects,
and that our Community Center has received a prestigious
state honor. (See front page) These are all signs we are moving
Plaquemine in the right direction.

Plaquemine City Hall • 23640 Railroad Ave.

o

The city beat out ALL Louisiana cities, including large cities like Alexandria and Baton
Rouge, in winning the Best of Show award. It beat projects ranging from economic
development to technology to infrastructure to win the award. The judges were impressed with the City’s redevelopment of a blight area into a beautiful facility, the inclusion of historical elements in the state-of-the-art facility, the planning which affords the
City the capability to use the facility for both community and large regional events, and
the extremely positive response the facility has received from residents. The Community
Center is now heavily booked through the end of 2022.

Continued inside

Shown at the banquet to accept the pinnacle Best of Show Award are, from left, LMA
Past President Jimmy Williams, Margaret and Selectman Jimmie Randle, Mayor “Ed”
Reeves, Jr. and his wife, Anne, Joey and Selectman Tommy LeBlanc, Selectman Lin
Rivet, and LMA Executive Director John Gallagher.

Construction underway on Phases 1, 2
of levee-top recreational trail
Construction of Phases 1 and 2 of the Plaquemine Riverfront Recreational Trail
is underway, with completion of these phases scheduled in October. The recent
COVID surge has slowed progress as a sub-contractor has had many workers out
sick with COVID.
Phase 1 includes a stamped
concrete trail head and access
from the parking lot at the
Plaquemine Lock Historic Site
up to the Mississippi River levee
top. Phase 2 includes an asphalt
trail on the levee to the North
Phase 2 - the asphalt portion of the walking and
Plaquemine Park. Comeaux
Brothers is the contractor on the biking trail is underway. Phase 1 is a stamped
concrete trailhead that leads into the asphalt.
$545,000 project. The City has
obtained $274,876 in grants $100,000 from Dow Chemical Co. and $174,876 from the La. Office of State Parks - for
these phases.
Phase 3 is now expected to bid out in January, with construction beginning around
February of 2022. The La. Dept. of Transportation & Development (LDOTD) is providing
up to $1 million in grant funding for Phase 3, with a 20% match by the City. Phase 3 includes the extension of the trail from the trail head south to near the ferry landing with
a walkway to the Fort Area Park, along with solar lighting for the entire trail and other
amenities. The trail will be 1.3 miles long and 10 feet wide to accommodate walkers,
runners and bicyclists.

City continues efforts to clean out
culverts, work with parish on drainage
The City is continuing to check and clean out culverts to keep drainage open in
heavy rains. At right, a vacumn truck pumps out a line in August.
Meanwhile, Mayor Reeves has
shown city engineers the
problem drainage areas in
the city, and they are working
with the parish engineers
on plans to address these
problem areas. Preliminary
plans include enlarging some
culverts and canals that drain
both city and parish areas,
and working with the state to
enlarge culverts installed by
the state in drainage canals.
Plans will be announced as
they are finalized.

Preliminary rendering of the pavilion area of the Plaquemine Depot Square.
The building at the far back is the Depot. The pavilion will be attached to it.

Plans for the Plaquemine Depot Square
progressing, project to bid in October
Plans for the Plaquemine Depot Square are being finalized, with the City scheduled to
put the project out for bid this fall. The Square includes the Plaquemine Depot Market
and the old eyesore Kyle’s Express property off La. Hwy. 1.
“We will provide a 35 feet by about 160 feet pavilion for arts and crafts events, the farmers
market, pop-up shops and more,” said Mayor Ed Reeves, Jr. “We will also have an area for
food trucks, restrooms, benches, landscaping and lighting, along with enclosed greenspace for children to play safely. This will become a beautiful, welcoming addition to our
downtown, with stunning night lighting. We hope that it will be the site of many markets and
events, bringing people into the downtown area.”
Meanwhile, the old lease of the Depot building that the City had with the late Marilyn Breaux
has ended. Some Depot tenants are staying in the building and some have not renewed
because the City’s past terms are being altered.
Mayor Reeves was advised that the practice of the City providing utilities, supplies and
more for a rental property was questionable from a legal standpoint because the City was
sustaining the loss of taxpayer funds by these items being included. The City cannot legally
donate to any person, association or corporation, and the City has been losing approximately
$35,000 annually on utilities, supplies and maintenance of the Depot under the previous
rental agreement. The City was advised that this loss constitutes a donation, which is not
legally allowed. Now, tenants will pay a small rent plus their own utilities and supplies.

Mayor Reeves (in burgandy shirt) watches as a
culvert is being cleaned out.

The City is looking at a variety of options for the remaining space that will be open at the
Depot, including leasing it as retail space. In recent weeks, several business owners have
contacted the City with interest in renting the space. The City plans to make improvements to
the depot building while the addition is being constructed.

City push to reduce blight, force clean up
of neglected properties producing results
Mayor Reeves and the Board of Selectmen continue the clean-up initiative begun in
2017. This includes sending notifications to property owners when their properties do
not meet City codes. In many cases the property has been abandoned by the owner
and is causing blight and dangerous conditions for neighbors.
So far this year the City Inspector’s Office has sent 249 letters of violation to property
owners, and posted 125 vehicle
violations on junk vehicles.
The Board of Selectmen has:
condemned 20 houses, and
ordered the demolition of 8
houses.
This initiative is on-going, with
the Board often holding an extra
meeting each month to handle
only violation issues.
“No one wants to live next to
blight property,” said Mayor
Reeves. “These properties
reduce property values for
neighbors, and are an eye-sore
in our beautiful city. They must
be addressed. I commend the
Board for working with me to
get our city cleaned-up. It is a
long and difficult process.”

Shown at top is a building on Meriam Street that was
condemned by the City because it was in very poor
condition. The bottom photo shows the cleared lot
after it was demolished.

