
Plaquemine’s Forgotten Architecture in  the 
National Register Historic District consists of 
some 120 structures.   Architectural styles of the 
Revival period and vernacular origin can be seen 
on commercial and  family dwellings. 

Historic buildings in their original location 
and condition on streets lined with oak trees, 
houses with decorative porches, and numerous 
wooden mill houses all contribute to the city’s 
architectural legacy of the lumber industry days.

Iberville Parish was the center of South Louisiana’s 
cypress timber and lumber industry which 
employed as many as 5,000 people between 1880 
and 1930. Some corporations and individuals in 
the lumber business were:

Anton Wilbert 1868
Henry Wilbert 1879
J. McWilliams & G. Seipple 1880
C. Brusle & S. Hiriart 1882
A. Wilbert’s Sons, Inc. 1887
Plaquemine Lumber & Improvement 1887
Kearney & Deblieux 1890
Plaquemine Stave & Heading 1895
Baist Cooperage & Lumber 1898
Schwing Lumber & Shingle, Inc. 1901
R.I. Schwing Co., Inc. 1919
Soniat & Deblieux, Inc. 1920
S.B. Anderson & Son, Inc. 1923
Plaquemine Box & Veneer 1923
A.H.R. Lumber Co., H.H. Wiggin Lumber Co., Liebke 
Lumber Co., Louisiana Cooperage, Bayou Pierre Timber 

Co., Levert Lumber Co., and Moorman Oar Factory
Source:  “THE HEART OF THE SUGAR BOWL”  by Albert L. Grace
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Tour Plaquemine’s  Architectural Legacy 
from the Lumber Industry

 
PLAQUEMINE - an Indian word translated from 
the French - meaning persimmon.   Step into 
our Iberville Museum and get acquainted with 
our local history - woven into state and national 
events. Browse through  our irreplaceable built 
environment, where a variety of architectural 
styles still stands, a legacy from lumber industry 
of late 19th and early 20th century.  See on-going 
restoration and rehab of private and public 
buildings which contribute to the community 
fabric.  Preservation enhancement continues to 
flourish with respect for the accomplishments 
and thoughts of the culturally diverse people who 
came to work and live here. 

Visit our new Bayou Plaquemine WaterFront 
Park, adjacent to the Plaquemine Lock State 
Historic Site.  Sample home cooked meals in our 
numerous cafes.  Listen for the train’s whistles 
as it rolls through the center of town. The Union 
- Pacific Railway tracks dates back to 1881 and is 
the second busiest line  in the Nation.  Shop at the 
Plaquemine Depot Market featuring arts & crafts.

DIRECTIONS:  Only 15 minutes from I-10 Baton Rouge Bridge  - travel 
south onto La Hwy. I (a Louisiana Scenic By-Way).  Cross pre-historic 
Bayou Plaquemine and enter the downtown  Plaquemine National 
Register Historic District - located on banks of the  National Heritage  
Mississippi River.

Located on La. Highway One, surrounded by pre-
historic  Bayou Plaquemine and the mighty  Mississippi 
River, coupled with a railroad in the center of the 
Historic District, gives the city a priceless sense of place.  
Along the way, see sugar mills in the midst of  thousand 
of acres of sugar cane fields mixed with modern 
industries.    Once a distributary of the Mississippi River, 
Bayou Plaquemine served as a major transportation 
route west of the River to the interior of Louisiana. 
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