PAVILION
OPENING…
The City of Plaquemine celebrated the
opening of its new $1.3 million pavilion at
the Bayou Plaquemine Waterfront Park
rides and games for kids, lunch, a display
of the history of the park, and a ribboncutting ceremony. Here are scenes from
the event. The pavilion, with its barbeque
and boiling areas, is open for public
use on a daily basis, and also can be
rented out for special events. For more
information, call the Mayor’s Office at
687-3116. Shown are scenes from the
event. In the photo at bottom Mayor Tony
Gulotta addresses the crowd during the
ribbon-cutting ceremony.

City of Plaquemine
23640 Railroad Ave.
Plaquemine, LA 70764

PRESORT STD
US POSTAGE
PAID
BATON ROUGE LA
PERMIT NO 2035

APRIL 2012

City of
City of Hospitality
Settlement 1775 - Incorporated 1838

facebook.com/the City of Plaquemine
Get info about City events and projects.
City of Plaquemine
Plaquemine City Hall • 23640 Railroad Ave.
Plaquemine, Louisiana • 225-687-3116
HOURS: 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday - Friday
Emergency After-Hours Phone 225-687-4796
www.plaquemine.org

MAYOR: Mark A. “Tony” Gulotta
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Lindon A. “Lin” Rivet, Jr. - Selectman, District 1
Oscar Mellion - Mayor Pro Temp, Selectman, District 2
Ralph J. Stassi, Jr. - Selectman, District 3
Michael W. “Mickey” Rivet - Selectman, District 4
Timothy L. “Timmy” Martinez - Selectman, District 5
Jimmie Randle, Jr. - Selectman, District 6

Like us! on facebook

HELP US CLEAN UP
BAYOU PLAQUEMINE!

BAYOU
CLEAN UP

Saturday, May 12, 9 a.m.
(Tentative date – Watch for more info
in your next utility bill)

Bring your boat & nets to
help clean the bayou.

Groups encouraged to schedule
trips to Water Spray Park in May
School, daycare and other groups
are being encouraged to schedule
field trips to the Plaquemine City
Park’s Water Spray Park during the
month of May. The very popular
water park will open for public use on
Saturday, June 2.
“Any group who wants to
schedule a field trip to the water

park is welcome,” said Mayor Mark
“Tony” Gulotta. “We are also trying
to arrange a day for special needs
children in May.”
The public opening of the park
on June 2 will include other activities
for the kids, along with lunch being
prepared and served by city officials.
“City Park is the most used park in
(Continued inside)

PUBLIC OPENING SET JUNE 2

Water Spray Park

City projects greatly improve
Bayou Plaquemine water quality

Low natural gas rates to help
keep electric rates low this summer
Very low natural gas rates are helping
many electrical companies, including the
City of Plaquemine Light & Water, keep
electrical rates low through this summer,
said Mayor Mark “Tony” Gulotta.
“The natural gas rates are at 10-year
lows,” he said. “They are currently at about
$2.37 per thousand cubic feet, and analyists
predict that rates will remain under $3 per cf
through the fall. That is great news for our
electric customers because natural gas is
purchased to produce our electricity.”
The mayor noted that the region has
had an unusually warm Spring, with

temperatures hitting 85 degrees in March,
so customers must be diligent as the
temperatures rise to monitor their electrical
use.
“The rates for electricity are low right
now,” he said. “If a customer has a high
electric bill, it is because the customer is
using a lot of electricity.” It is not because
of city electricity rates. The city is still
offering free energy use assessments for
customers who want to take steps to lower
their electrical consumption. To schedule
an assessment, call the Mayor’s Office at
687-3116.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
April
April
April
April

14-16 – Cub Scout Soap Box Races – downtown Plaquemine
21 – St. Jude Open Car, Truck and Motorcycle Show at Bayou Plaquemine Waterfront Park
20 – Annual Gray Monkey Parade
27 – WAFB Channel 9 Morning Show - Live at 5:00 AM - 7:00 AM- Bayou Waterfront Park

City residents have plenty to brag about
with their award-winning Bayou Plaquemine
Waterfront Park, but many residents don’t know
that the water in Bayou Plaquemine, along
with the fish population, have both also greatly
improved, thanks to several city projects.
The bayou is considered “fully
supporting all uses,” by the Louisiana
Department of
Environmental
Quality (LDEQ), said
LDEQ environmental
scientist Al Hindricks.
“This means the
dissolved oxygen
levels, bacteria
levels and other
levels are all within
environmental and
health standards.
“The bayou is in
real good shape,
especially as
compared to many others in the state,” he said.
Projects that have contributed to the improved
water quality include:
• The city’s fresh water project with
the city and U.S. Corps of Engineers
to pump Mississippi River water into
the bayou. The $3.6 million project was
completed in 2006, and pumps 60,000 gallons
of water into the bayou per minute. The
pumps operate on a cycle set by the Corps
and environmental agencies.

• The project to divert the city’s sewer
system effluent water from Bayou
Plaquemine to the Mississippi River.
This $2.5 million project included extending
a new four-mile sewer trunk line from the
sewer treatment plant on W.W. Harleaux
Street to the site of the new sewer plant to be
constructed later this year to the Mississippi
River. It was
completed in early
2011.
• A re-stocking
program in which
the Louisiana
Department of
Wildlife and
Fisheries (LDWF)
stocked the
bayou with Florida
largemouth bass
in 2006, 2007 and
2010. Rachel Walley
of the LDWF said the
most recent sampling of fisheries taken in the
bayou shows both a very good fish population
and also plenty of forage, which fish eat. “The
amount of forage tells us we have a sustainable
population,” she said. “The bayou is supporting
fisheries very well.”
All of these projects were initiated by Mayor
Mark “Tony” Gulotta and the City Board of
Selectmen, with the city providing a portion of the
total cost.

(Continued from front)

Iberville Parish, and the Water Spray Park has proved
to be a great addition,” he said. “We want everyone
in Iberville to come out and enjoy it.” The park can
accommodate up to 150 persons.
The water spay park is the only water park or pool
in Iberville, and includes numerous water features – the
water tower that drops water, a piano that shoots water
up when keys are stepped on, water guns, and other
features that drop or drizzle water at various angles
and intervals.
City officials have also completed a preliminary
master plan for Plaquemine City Park that includes
upgrading the children’s playground area, additional
pavilion areas, improved concession stand and ball
field areas, walking paths, more security cameras and
lighting, and landscaping. The city is applying for a
$250,000 grant to begin improvements to the facility.

Street lighting
is important
The City Utilities Department recently completed
a check of street lights throughout the city to make
sure they are all operating properly. While this is
done on a regular basis, city residents are urged to
report any street light outages or problems with street
lighting. Call the City Warehouse (225-687-2036 or
687-2461) or the Mayor’s Office (687-3116) to report
any outages.
The city also just installed 6 LED lights on the new
street lights on Enterprise Blvd. These LED lights will
save 80% on electric cost.

