City awarded $8 million in
low interest money for sewer plant
The City of Plaquemine has been notified that it will receive a total of $8 million in low
interest loan money from the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality to construct
the new sewer treatment plant in south Plaquemine, announced Mayor Mark “Tony”
Gulotta.
The city had already received approval for an initial $4 million a .09 percent
interest – less than 1 percent! The city was notified that it got another $4 million
at the .09 percent. “We now have $8 million at .09
percent interest, and have a $6 million grant from
the Hurricane Gustav recovery funds, which
gives us the funds needed for the new sewer
plant,” Gulotta said.
The project will go out for bids in
October, and construction is expected to
begin by January. The new sewer plant
is needed to replace 1960's Plaquemine
sewer plant on W.W. Harleaux Street, which
has struggled to meet stricter La. Department
of Environmental Quality regulations and is
operating at capacity. The new facility will have the
capacity for future expansion and will have the latest in
sewer treatment technology.
Plaquemine customers of City Light and Water will
also benefit because the project includes
an upgrade of electrical lines. “This is a $3
million upgrade,” said Mayor Gulotta. “We are
increasing the capacity of the lines to handle
the sewer plant and also the new emergency
and ambulatory care center that the parish
is building.”
“Customers will have more reliable
power when the project is complete,
which will be some time next year,”
Gulotta said.
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4th
Celebration
a huge hit
Plaquemine area residents and visitors
were out in force for the 12th Annual July 4th
Hometown Celebration. The crowd enjoyed
great swamp pop music by Unfinished
Business. The Old Engine Club provided
complimentary boat rides, along with
the canoe races sponsored by We Are
the Difference. The beautiful new main
pavilion hosted great food and a variety
of vendors. Fireworks displays were
viewed by a record crowd of more than
8,000 on hand! The celebration grows
annually. It is both a great community
event and serves as a tribute to honor
our local veterans of all wars. Many
thanks to Plaquemine Main Street Event Coordinator
Lorraine Hidalgo for her efforts.

Utility Electronic Metering Eyed by City
City utility workers will be working on Saturdays to assess utility meters
during August and September. This is part of the City's initial plan to move
towards utility electronic metering in the future. This project has been a goal
of the City for several years now. Phase one includes the survey of the gas
and water meters in place; then consider replacement of some meters for
uniformity of service.
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Enjoy some
cool summer
fun at the
water spray
park

The Plaquemine Water Spray
Park has been a popular spot this
summer, with attendance up from
last year, and area kids enjoying
hours of cool water fun.
During August open only on
Saturdays and Sundays,
10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Enjoy some water fun
before it closes for the fall
and winter!

A first hand look at litter in our bayou
Those
attending the July
4th Hometown
Celebration during
the heavy rainstorm
got a first hand look
at how litter from
the city’s streets
ends up in Bayou
Plaquemine. “The
litter was pouring
out of the drainage
canals with the rush
of rainwater,” said
Mayor Mark “Tony”
Gulotta. By the time
the storm was over,
trash, plastic bottles
and cups, Styrofoam
items and more was
bobbing up and down in the bayou.
The city has initiated a litter

awareness campaign, including a
recent TV commercial, reminders
by the city, and a plan to bring the
litter issue to local students this fall.
Walter Barker, a local student, is also
planning to make a drain stenciling
program his Eagle Scout project this
year. The stencil will remind residents
that their litter goes into Bayou
Plaquemine, which is the pride of so
many residents.
“We’ve done so much to clean up
the bayou and get fresh water into it
to enhance the fish population and
its viability,” said Mayor Mark “Tony”
Gulotta. “But seeing the litter that ends
up in the bayou after each big storm
is so frustrating. Everyone loves this
bayou, and should realize that when
they litter, it damages our bayou.”

About your garbage pick-up…
As you have probably heard by now,
the Iberville Parish Council began once
a week garbage pickup on August 1
due to cost increases. This service is
provided by the Iberville Parish Council.
Questions should be directed to the
Iberville Parish Solid Waste Office
(225-692-3844) for more information.
The parish has provided this service for
all parish residents for many years, and
handles its operation.

No cost and low cost energy
saving tips for summer
•

Cooking in your microwave uses two-third less energy than your
stove.

•

Great news! Your dishwasher uses less water than washing dishes
by hand! Let the dishes air dry and save more! Just run it when
it’s fully loaded and turn off the dry cycle.

•

Keeping your fridge stacked with food will keep it from
warming too fast when the door is opened.

•

Turn up your thermostat a few degrees
and use a fan. The air movement from
the fan cools the room.

•

When doing your laundry, use the warm
or cold water setting, not the hot setting.

•

Run full loads in the dryer and clean out
the dryer lint trap after each use.

•

Replace air conditioner filters
at least monthly to help the
system operate properly and
to have optimal air flow.

•

Weatherstrip, seal and caulk
doors and windows to stop air
leaks.

