13th Annual

City of Plaquemine
23640 Railroad Ave.
Plaquemine, LA 70764

PRESORT STD
US POSTAGE
PAID
BATON ROUGE LA
PERMIT NO 2035

MAY 2013

City of
City of Hospitality
Settlement 1775 - Incorporated 1838

Thursday, July 4 • 3-9 pm

Free smoke detectors

Bayou Plaquemine Waterfront Park

FOOD • CRAFTS • FUN!
5 p.m.		
6-9 p.m.
7 p.m.		
9 p.m.		

Veterans Boat Parade
Dancing on the boardwalk
Jitterbug Contest
Fireworks!

No ice chests or pets allowed • Bring lawn chairs
Boats welcome to dock at Waterfront Park
FREE ADMISSION TO:
Bayou Plaquemine Waterfront Park, Iberville Museum,
Plaquemine Depot Market, Plaquemine Lock State Historic Site

Sponsored by Plaquemine Main Street Program
More information: www.plaquemine.org, email:khebert@plaquemine.org

facebook.com/the City of Plaquemine
Get info about City events and projects.

Like us! on facebook

City of Plaquemine
Plaquemine City Hall • 23640 Railroad Ave.
Plaquemine, Louisiana • 225-687-3116
HOURS: 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday - Friday
Emergency After-Hours Phone 225-687-4796
www.plaquemine.org

Mark A. “Tony” Gulotta, Mayor
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Lindon A. “Lin” Rivet, Jr. - Selectman, District 1
Oscar Mellion - Mayor Pro Temp, Selectman, District 2
Ralph J. Stassi, Jr. - Selectman, District 3
Michael W. “Mickey” Rivet - Selectman, District 4
Timothy L. “Timmy” Martinez - Selectman, District 5
Jimmie Randle, Jr. - Selectman, District 6
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The Plaquemine Fire Department, in conjunction with the State Fire
Marshall’s Operation Save a Life program, is offering free smoke detectors,
including free installation of the detectors.
Plaquemine residents can go to any of the three Plaquemine fire stations
and complete a brief application. There are no income, age or other restrictions
to receive the alarms.
Once completed, the Fire
Department will notify
residents who will receive
the alarm, and schedule
installation.
Proper placement
of smoke detectors is
important for proper
operation, and firefighters
know where they should
be located to be most
effective. “We would
prefer to come out and install it for local residents,” noted District Fire Chief
Darren Ramirez, who is coordinating the project.
The three Plaquemine fire stations are located at 58164 Meriam Street,
23090 Jacob Street, and 58230 Robertson Street. For more information, call
225-687-7335. Information about Operation Save a Life is also available on the
State Fire Marshall’s website: http://sfm.dps.louisiana.gov.
“Smoke alarms are proven to save lives, prevent injuries and minimize
property damage by alerting residents early to a fire hazard,” said Fire Chief
Mackie Guillot. “This is an opportunity for local residents to have a life-saver
installed in their homes at no charge.”

Litter commercial winners announced

Win an iPad,
50 inch TV, or
32-inch TV!

ANNUAL PLAQUEMINE CITY EMPLOYEE RAFFLE FOR PROJECT CARE
Project Care provides utility assistance to elderly citizens of Plaquemine.
WINNERS WILL BE DRAWN AT THE JULY 4 HOMETOWN CELEBRATION

Tickets - $2 each
Purchase at City Utility Office in City Hall, or from any city employee.

PUBLIC NOTICE – High Voltage Overhead Power Line Safety Act
Louisiana law (LRS 45:141-1-46) prohibits

the owner or operator of the high voltage overhead

unauthorized persons from working, including

electric utility line and the person responsible for

moving equipment, within ten (10) feet of any high

the work to be done.

voltage overhead electric utility line.
If any unauthorized person intends to work

To notify the City of Plaquemine that you
intend to work within ten (10) feet of a high voltage

within ten (10) feet of any high voltage overhead

overhead electric utility line owned or operated

electric utility line, the person responsible for the

by it, please call 225-687-2461 (between 8:00 a.m.

work to be done must notify the owner or operator

– 4:30 p.m. – Monday through Friday. In the event

of the high voltage overhead electric utility

of an emergency after business hours, please call

line not less than forty-eight (48) hours prior to

225-687-4796, or dial 911.

commencing work.
Work shall be performed only after satisfactory
mutual agreements have been completed between

Published pursuant to Act 176 of the Louisiana
Legislature (2001 Regular Session)

A group of five juniors at Plaquemine High
School won the litter commercial challenge
sponsored by the City of Plaquemine.
They were awarded $100 gift
certificates for their hard work and
creativity.
The winning student team
included Jameshaulyn Fernandez,
Anthonica Johnson, Darion Parker,
Julius Maracalin, and Kevinik James.
A total of 12 entries were
submitted in the litter commercial
challenge, and the city had heavy
participation from PHS students
because of its digital media class
and the support of digital media teacher Amanda
Sutton.
“We want to thank PHS and Ms. Sutton for
their support of this contest,” said Mayor Mark
“Tony” Gulotta. “Studies show that young people
are the primary litterers, so we wanted to get the

PACKED
WATERFRONT
PARK… Bayou
Plaquemine
Waterfront Park
was packed with
vehicles and people
for the St. Jude
Car Show in April,
providing a beautiful
show of color. The
park was busy in
April as the site of
both community
events and private
events.

message across to them that littering hurts our
community, and also that litter ends up in Bayou
Plaquemine, harming the fish and bayou
habitat.”
The city spends some
$25,000 per year on litter
clean-up, and has held
numerous clean-up events to
clean Bayou Plaquemine and
other areas of the city.
The contest was revealing
because officials learned more
about students’ perceptions
about littering. “We learned that
a lot of young people have the
misperception that littering is OK and everyone
does it,” Gulotta said. “And unfortunately, a lot of
them learned littering is OK from their parents.
A real cultural shift is needed to stop the litter
problem in this area.”

Transformer project 50 percent complete
The transformer project is now 50 percent
complete, and should be operational this fall,
said Mayor Mark “Tony” Gulotta. The next
phase, the construction of the control building
and switching equipment work, needs to be bid
out.
“This project is proceeding at lightening
speed,” Gulotta noted. “Usually these type
projects take several years, and we will
complete ours in one year. We were very
fortunate that a slot opened up and we were
able to get the transformer built faster than
normal.”
Gulotta noted that the city is serving as
general contractor for this complex project.
“We give a lot of credit to Frank Mott, our
Utilities Director, who has really embraced this
challenge and is directing the project at the site
daily.”

WATER SPRAY PARK
AT PLAQUEMINE CITY PARK
OPENS SATURDAY, JUNE 1

HOURS: 10 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Tuesday – Saturday
1 p.m. -7 p.m. Sunday
Closed on Monday

The new transformer will improve reliability
of the electrical system, said Gulotta. “We
found out when we got into this project that
the grounding grid of the existing transformer
was not sufficient. The new transformer and
grounding equipment will correct this and
improve reliability.”
Gulotta said the existing transformer would
act as a back up, so the city will be protected
should a fire or disaster damage the new
transformer. Presently, the city’s steam plant
serves as a back up, but it cannot power all
the city’s electrical demand in the hot summer
months.

City officials OK LEPA
contract to keep rates low
City officials have signed a contract with the
Louisiana Energy and Power Authority (LEPA)
to purchase a part of its electricity from a
power plant that will be constructed in Morgan
City. The move will assure city electrical
customers from extremely high electrical rates
for the next 20 years.
“LEPA is going to build a high efficiency
plant that will convert natural gas into
electricity at a much lower heat rate. City
electrical customers will benefit because we
will be buying electricity produced and sold at
a lower cost,” he explained.
“This contract will protect our customers
from high natural gas prices in the future,” he
said. Construction of the plant will begin in the
Spring of 2014 and it will be completed in the
fall of 2015.

